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and have the ability to secure key waterways.

A main component of our innovation against
asymmetric threats is the Asymetric War-
fare solution (AsyW), a unique solution for
panoramic surveillance and the fight against
asymmetric threats and unmanned systems,
covering the entire spectrum of maritime se-
curity (piracy, trafficking, terrorism, etc.), in-
cluding airborne and USV threats (see Ukraine
and Red Sea). This AsyW solution does exist
for smaller ships such as OPV as well and are
not only made for flagships of our customers.

The Multipurpose and modular launching
system (MPLS) is an innovative product, that
bring together all of Naval Group’s know how
and expertise. The MPLS copes with any type
of asymmetric threats, with a stealth design
and a high loading capability. Easy to reload
and to maintain, the MPLS can mix different
types of ammunition (such as decoys, rockets,
missiles or loitering munitions) thanks to its
module technology.

Thanks to its long-standing partnership with
the French Navy, Naval Group is today the most
experienced European industrial company in
terms of Mine warfare. Naval Group offers
a new revolutionary concept composed of
“drone motherships” equipped with sea-prov-
en solutions and has a recognised and prov-
en know-how in the integration of all types
of drones. Regarding unmanned systems, we
offer a complete, operational unmanned sys-
tems capability (unmanned systems + mission
system + integration solution + support), and

a robust portfolio of unmanned surface and
underwater systems.

Finally, we provide enhanced digital protec-
tion for maritime infrastructure against cy-
ber-attacks, with the view of guaranteeing
integrity in operations across high-risk zones.

7- What products will the company focus on
at IDEX 2025 in Abu Dhabi?

IDEX is a great opportunity for our experts to
share with the Middle-East audience our lat-
est innovations and to immerse them in Naval
Group unique identity and universe. We will
mostly showcase our portfolio of state-of-the-
art solutions against asymmetric solutions,
unmanned systems, and as well as our main
custom naval platforms such as the FDI frigate
along with high tech systems for the vessels
entire life cycle.

We are also at IDEX because we want to rein-
force our strong industrial commitment in the
UAE. Naval Group is willing to strengthen its
cooperation with the UAE Navy and defence
ecosystem in order to enhance the country’s
sovereignty at sea and contribute to the pro-
tection of its strategic interests by delivering
the best technologies, driven by innovation
and R&D investments. We are keen to offer
the latest technologies to ensure self-reliance
of the UAE Navy.

This new edition of IDEX will also be an op-
portunity for Naval Group to meet key-players
on the Middle-East market and showcase its
unique expertise and its leading products.
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tion on innovative research fields to support
the local naval industry.

in the UAE, we
have been able

Opportunities:

¢ Expanding partnerships in line with ambi-
tious regional visions, , which place emphasis

to contribute on defence localization and technology.

to localization
through

various . Partnering with the local Sup-
ply Chain and disruptive defense lead-
er in MENA region in order to build
together innovative solutions,

¢ Leveraging the demand for advanced naval
solutions to address non-conventional threats
such as piracy and cyber-attacks.

initiatives such

as the Gowind

¢ Building on the success of flagship programs,
and gaining trust through tailored, long-term
solutions.

program,
which involved

extensive local 5. How does Naval Group view the idea of lo-
calizing its industry with partners in the Mid-

dle East?

participation

Localization is a key driver of Naval Group’s
strategy in the Middle East, one that fully
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aligns with the ambitious visions of this re-
gion for defense independence and industri-
al growth. We work at developing long-term
partnerships that empower local industries,
job creation, and facilitate the transfer of criti-
cal knowledge and technology.

In Saudi Arabia, Naval Group’s cooperation
with GAMI through an industrial partnership
agreement, directly linked to the support
contract of the SAWARI Fleet, testifies to our
commitment to the Kingdom’s defense lo-
calization ambitions under Vision 2030. This
agreement underlines our determination to
co-produce state-of-the-art technologies with
local partners in order to enhance Saudi Ara-
bia’s defense ecosystem.

Similarly, in the UAE, we have been able to
contribute to localization through various ini-
tiatives such as the Gowind program, which
involved extensive local participation and un-
derlined our ability to build technological part-
nerships with company like the EDGE Group.
Together, these partnerships will demonstrate
Naval Group’s commitment to building an in-
dependent and sovereign defense industry
across the Middle East.

6. What innovative solutions does Naval
Group offer to address piracy risks, threats
in the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, and atypical
threats such as drones?

Naval Group is one of the few companies in
the world with the ability to deliver complete
warships with their combat systems and all the
critical equipment necessary to engage naval
power in a theatre of operations, addressing
both traditional and asymmetric threats:

Against traditional threats, Naval Group cus-
tom naval platforms benefit from centuries
of experience ensuring unmatched stealth
and outstanding detection capabilities. They
feature a robust platform, resilient systems
as well as state of the art equipment and
weapons. They integrate advanced Integrat-
ed Combat Management Systems to identify
early and respond effectively to co-ordinated
piracy and asymmetric threats. Ships such the
FDI frigates, with state-of-the-art weapon sys-
tems, are capable of responding to all types of
threat (anti-air, anti-surface, anti-submarine)



1. What is the difference between the Middle
East market in the maritime field and others
from Naval Group’s point of view?

The Middle East is a dynamic market with
distinct characteristics that set it apart from
other regions. Naval Group recognizes the
region’s strategic importance owing to its
pivotal location, which includes critical mari-
time routes like the Strait of Hormuz and Bab
el-Mandeb. What’s more, the navies in this
region are facing both traditional threats (oth-
er navies, missiles...) but also a resurgence of
asymmetric threats (drones, mine warfare,
piracy, cyber threat...) this demands a robust
focus on maritime security and infrastructure
resilience. The Middle East focuses on fast
technology adoption and partnerships to build
the localized capability in line with national vi-
sions such as Saudi Vision 2030 and the UAE’s
Fourth Industrial Revolution strategy.

2. How has Naval Group’s vision for the Mid-
dle East developed, and what factors have
contributed to strengthening its presence?

Naval Group has a long going history of co-
operation and technology transfer with the
different navies of the region. Over the years,
our focus has shifted from being just a suppli-
er to becoming a strategic partner in devel-
oping sustainable and sovereign defence eco-
systems. Strong diplomatic relations between
France and countries in the Middle East, a fo-
cus on indigenous capability-building, and in-
creased regional demand for advanced naval
solutions have been some of the key factors.
For instance, the development of the coop-
eration with the local industry in KSA trough
the current “support contract” for the SAWARI
Royal Saudi Naval Forces or the confidence of
the UAE in Naval Group’s expertise, as high-
lighted by the recent Gowind corvette pro-
gram, underline our growing footprint in the
region.

3. What about the deals that Naval Group
has recently worked on in the Middle East?

It has been very active in terms of landmark
projects in the Middle East. This includes its
recent collaboration with the UAE regarding
the Gowind corvette program, which is in-
deed a successful partnership to bring addi-
tional capability to the forces and to ensure

operational efficiency. Another strategic deal
is a rare, bespoke agreement with the UAE for
the National Combat Management System “Al
Serdal”, thus demonstrating deep trust and
innovation. This partnership will not only en-
hance maritime defence capabilities but also
involve extensive knowledge transfer and
advanced training programs for UAE Nation-
als. The National CMS is paving the way for a
strong cooperation between France and UAE
in the Combat System area.

Moreover, the long-standing partnership be-
tween Naval Group and Egypt for delivering
and operationalizing the corvettes Gowind
emphasizes its contribution to strengthen-
ing naval capabilities in the region. Further-
more, the current “support contract” for
Saudi SAWARI Fleet will show the ability of
Naval Group to align with Vision 2030, create
high-added value activities on the longer run
and contribute to the defence localization and
technological advancement goals pursued by
the Kingdom.

4. What are the main challenges and oppor-
tunities facing Naval Group in the Middle
East and Africa region?

Challenges include:

e Adapting to unique geopolitical dynamics
and ensuring operational readiness for evolv-
ing maritime threats.

e Aligning with localization objectives of the
countries and developing the R&D collabora-
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Naval Group,

a leader in naval defense industries..
interview about opportunities and challenges
In the Middle East

Patrice Pyra Guillaume Pateu

Naval Group Country Director Naval Group Country Director

Naval Group is a trusted partner to its customers around the world and a
leader in the naval defense industry. Given its strong influence in this field,
Defense Network spoke to two of its directors in the Middle East, Guillaume
.Pateu and Patrice Pyra. Here are the details
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